
Upcoming
Events

October 5
Taco Sale &

Bazaar, Shawnee
Multi-Purpose

Bldg.  11-5

October 10
Elders  Meeting, 

10 a.m.
Sac and Fox

Com. Bldg. (Potluck)

November 3
RAP Governing
Council 10 a.m.

Sac and Fox
Community Bldg.

October 19
Taco Sale

Sac and Fox
Community
Bldg. 11-1
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Chief Rhoads Presides Over 
Annual Governing Council

Sac and Fox Nation Principal Chief Kay Rhoads is pictured 
presiding at the Aug. 25 Governing Council meeting held 
in the Community Bldg.  In her opening comments, Chief 
Rhoads noted current and upcoming development projects, 
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �H�O�G�H�U�V�·��
building in Stroud on the site where the tribal building was de-
�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���E�\���À���U�H���L�Q���������������D�Q�G�����W�K�H���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
Black Hawk Health Center to include dental, optometry and 
other new services, with groundbreaking targeted for spring 
���������������6�K�H���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���0�H�U�O�H���%�R�\�G���:�H�O�O�Q�H�V�V���&�H�Q�W�H�U�·�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
services will be consolidated with the expanded health clinic, 
and the current facility will be converted into a dialysis cen-
ter.  Chief Rhoads also reported that tribal enrollment has 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���������������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���������������������������������3�K�R�W�R���E�\���0�L�N�H���%�U�R�Z�Q��

Business Committee and Stroud Chamber Host Sen. Lankford Visit
At Learning Center and Juvenile Detention Center 

Pictured from left while touring the Sac and Fox Nation Ju-
venile Detention Center are:  Sac and Fox Nation Business 
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �0�H�P�E�H�U�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�R�Q���� �6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�� �-�D�F�N�O�\�Q��

King, Treasurer Jared King, Principal Chief Kay Rhoads, U. 
S. Senator James Lankford, Second Chief Audrey Rose Lee 
�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���6�H�Q�D�W�R�U���-�D�V�R�Q���6�P�D�O�O�H�\�����������������������3�K�R�W�R���E�\���0�L�N�H���%�U�R�Z�Q��(Continued on Page 3)

by Mike Brown
 The Sac and Fox Nation 
Business Committee and Stroud 
Chamber of Commerce part-
nered on Friday, Aug. 31 to host 
a special visit from U. S. Sena-
tor James Lankford.  
 Business leaders from Stroud 
and surrounding area joined 
�F�K�D�P�E�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�U�L�E�D�O�� �R�I�¿���F�L�D�O�V�� �D�W��
a luncheon catered by Stroud 
Chamber of Commerce in the 
Sac and Fox Learning Center.  
Sen. Lankford was introduced 
by State Senator Jason Smalley 
of Stroud. Sen. Lankford pre-
sented a keynote speech and 
�¿���H�O�G�H�G�� �T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� �R�Q�� �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�� �L�V��
sues and legislation from those 

in attendance.
 Sen. Lankford, a republican, 
served as the U. S. Represen-
tative for Oklahoma’s 5th Con-
gressional District from 2011 
to 2015.  He won the June 2014 
Senate Primary Election to be-
come the republican nominee, 
and won the November 2014 
Special Election to succeed fel-
low republican Tom Coburn.  
After serving the balance of Co-
burn’s term, Sen. Lankford won 
the senate seat in 2016.
 Prior to entering the political 
arena, Sen. Lankford served as 

student ministries and evange-
lism specialist for the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklaho-
ma, and was director of youth 
programming at Falls Creek 
Baptist Conference Center 
from 1996 to 2009.  He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Secondary Education from the 
University of Texas at Austin, 
and a Master’s Degree in Divin-
ity from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He and 
his wife and children live in Ed-
mond, Okla. 
 Immediately following the 

luncheon, Sen. Lankford and 
Jeff Underwood, who serves as 
�W�K�H���V�H�Q�D�W�R�U�¶�V���¿���H�O�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
for the northeast district of the 
state, met with Sac and Fox Prin-
cipal Chief Kay Rhoads, other 
elected tribal leaders and Sac 
and Fox Nation Policy Analyst 
Sarah Brown in the conference 
room at the Sac and Fox Juve-
nile Detention Center (JDC).  
�7�K�R�V�H�� �H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �R�I�¿���F�L�D�O�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H����
Second Chief Audrey Rose Lee, 
Secretary Jacklyn King, Trea-
surer Jared King and Commit-
tee Member Robert Williamson.  

Also present for the discussion 
were JDC Director Gene Carroll 
and Sen. Smalley.
 Topics brought forth by Chief 
�5�K�R�D�G�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�����-�'�&���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��
issues; the Tribal Labor Sover-
eignty Act, of which Sen. Lank-
�I�R�U�G���L�V���D���F�R���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�����L�Q�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H��
funding for Tribal Justice Pro-
grams; and, the current Dept. of 
Interior reorganization proposal.
 Chief Rhoads and Director 
Carroll expressed frustration 
with the federal government’s 
desire to fund the construction 
of more detention facilities 
while many beds remain empty 
at the Sac and Fox facility.  The 
�-�'�&���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�Q�������������D�V���W�K�H���¿���U�V�W��
regional juvenile facility specif-
ically designed to serve Ameri-
can Indians under the Self-Gov-
ernance Demonstration Project 
Act.  Chief Rhoads noted that 
at that time, the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs made a commitment 
�W�R�� �I�X�O�O�\�� �I�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �������������� �V�T���� �I�W����
full-service, 60-bed juvenile 
detention operations, however, 
the commitment has not been 
�I�X�O�¿���O�O�H�G��
 Chief Rhoads also noted that 
full funding would allow the 
Nation to provide JDC services 
to the 46 tribes in Oklahoma, 
Kansas, Texas and Louisiana, 
and re-establish programs lost 
�G�X�H���W�R���L�Q�D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�����V�X�F�K��
as mental health counseling, and 
life skills and vocational train-
ing.
 Regarding the Tribal Labor 
Sovereignty Act, Chief Rhoads 
said the bill is an important step 
in respecting tribal authority and 
decision-making when it comes 
to the operation of tribal govern-
ments, and noted the legislation 
would provide parity for tribal 
governments by ensuring tribes 
have the same opportunities as 
all other governments to regu-
late labor issues in their com-
munities.
 In discussion regarding fund-
ing for Tribal Justice Programs, 

���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���'�H�S�W�����(�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���¶�7�$�3�·���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��
 Provides National Crime Info Database

 Two Sac and Fox Nation 
tribal members have been nom-
inated and selected to receive 
2018 AARP Indian Elder Hon-
ors.  Those honorees are Mary 
F. McCormick and Dr. Emerson 
Falls.
 “This is one of AARP Okla-
homa’s most prestigious and 
visible awards, given to recog-
nize outstanding Native Amer-
ican elders who are making a 
powerful difference in their 
communities, and Indian Coun-
try, in ways that are consistent 
with AARP’s mission and vi-

McCormick and Falls to Receive AARP 
Indian Elder Honors at National Cowboy 
And Western Heritage Museum Oct. 2

sion, and who inspire others 
to serve. These honorees are 
extraordinary examples of the 
difference that we can make in 
the lives of individuals, and in 
the well-being and vitality of 
a community,” said an AARP 
spokesperson.

 McCormick and Falls will 
receive the honors on Tues-
day, Oct. 2, 2018 at National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum, 1700 NE 63rd St. in 
Oklahoma City.  Doors open at 
�����S���P�����W�R�������������S���P��

 The U. S. Department of Jus-
tice has announced expansion 
of the Tribal Access Program 
(TAP), a program providing 
federally recognized Tribes the 
ability to access and exchange 
data with the national crime 
information databases for both 
civil and criminal purposes.  

 The department accepted ap-
plications from Aug. 1 to Oct. 
1, 2018.  Tribes that are selected 
�I�R�U���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���Q�R�W�L�¿���H�G��
by Oct. 15, 2018, and deploy-
ment activities will begin short-
ly thereafter; deployment to all 
selected Tribes will be complet-
ed by Sept. 30, 2019.

 “President Trump and Attor-
ney General Sessions are com-
mitted to reducing violent crime 
in Indian Country,” said Deputy 
Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein. “Today’s (Aug. 2) an-
nouncement is another example 
of this commitment and the ad-
ministration’s efforts to ensure 
Tribal police have access to the 
innovative tools and resources 
they need to ensure public safe-
ty and promote the rule of law.” 
 “The Tribal Access Program 
has been instrumental in ensur-
ing tribal protection orders are 
entered into federal criminal da-
tabases. This alerts law enforce-
ment departments throughout 
the nation to their existence, and 
prevents covered individuals 
�I�U�R�P�� �L�O�O�H�J�D�O�O�\�� �S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J�� �¿���U�H��
arms. 
 “TAP also provides an easy 
platform for entering sex offend-
er registrations into the National 
Sex Offender Registry. In short, 
it is a critical law enforcement 
and public safety tool for Indian 
country,” noted Woodrow Star, 
Chairman of the Law and Order 
Committee and Member of the 
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